
  

NQF’s - Niveau 5 en niveau 6 
Cedefop-onderzoek – stand van zaken 2022 
 
In de tabel worden de kwalificaties gegeven die in een land op de niveaus 5 en 6 zijn te vinden. 
Het onderzoek is gedaan door Cedefop, met bevraging van betrokkenen bij de nationale 
raamwerken (overheid, referentiegroep, NCP…). 
 
Het gaat om zowel formele als non-formele kwalificaties. 
 
Er is nader onderzoek nodig om te bezien op welke wijze bezitters van een diploma op niveau 5 
kan doorstromen naar niveau 6. 
Dat is ook nodig om te bezien of bijvoorbeeld een Short Cycle ook echt aan alle eisen voldoet. 
Er zal ook moeten worden bezien wat valt onder Higher VET en dan een diploma ervan. 
 
In deze versie worden eveneens de nationale benamingen gegeven. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

Country Level 5 Level 6 

Albania Not available (formal) 
 

Vocational/professional 
qualifications 
Post-secondary study programme of 
professional type 
 

Professional non-university study 
programme after secondary 
education 
 

Vocational certificate 
 

Lifelong learning qualifications 
Bridging courses (certificate) 
Specialisation courses based on 
professional requirements 

Bachelor 
 
 

Austria VET college/school leaving 
certificate – 5-year programmes 
(BHS)  
(Reife- und Diplomprüfung der 
berufsbildenden höheren Schulen)) 
 

Level-5 professional qualification 
awarded by the Federal Ministry of 
Defence – staff non-commissioned 
officer  
(Stabsunteroffizier oder 
Stabsunteroffizierin (StbUO, 
Erstverwendung)) 
 

Level-5 professional qualification 
awarded by the Federal Ministry of 
Justice – senior prison officer  
(Exekutivdienst in der Verwen-
dungsgruppe E2a im Justizressort 
(Dienstführenden Grundausbildung 
– mittleres Management)) 
 

Level-5 professional qualification 
awarded by the Federal Ministry of 
Labour and Economy  
(Duale Akademie) 
 

Level-5 professional qualification 
awarded by the Federal Ministry of 
Health  
(Pflegefachassistent/in) 
 

Level-5 professional qualification 
e.g. certified adult educator 
(zertifizierte/r Erwachsenenbildner/in 
wba); customs declarant (Zolldekla-
rantin/Zolldeklarant) 

Bachelor’s degree  
(Bachelorgrade) 
 

Master craftsperson  
(Meister) 
Master of agriculture  
(landwirtschaftliche/r Meister/in) 
 

Engineer  
(Ingenieur) 
 

Health qualification awarded by the 
Federal Ministry of Health – nurse 
responsible for general care (RL 
2005/36/EG)  
(Gehobener Dienst für Gesundheits- 
und Krankenpflege (Diplomierte 
Gesundheitsund Krankenpflegerin, 
Diplomierter Gesundheits- und 
Krankenpfleger)) 
 

Level-6 professional qualification 
e.g. certified master chef  
(WIFI Diplom-Kuchenmeister/in) 
 
 

Belgium- 
Flanders 

Graduate degree (short cycle)  
(Graduaat) 
 

Professional qualification 
Examples: archive expert 
(Archiefdeskundige) decorative 
painting coordinator-advisor 
(Coördinator – adviseur decoratieve 

Academic bachelor’s degree  
(Universiteit – Bachelor) 
 

Professional bachelor’s degree  
(Hogeschool – Bachelor) 
 

Advanced bachelor’s programme  
(bachelor na bachelor – banaba) 
 



  

schilderwerken) police inspector 
(Inspecteur Politie) 
 

Professional qualification 
Examples: dietitian (Diëtist) dental 
technologist (Dentaaltechnoloog) textile 
designer (Textielontwerper) 

Belgium 
FR 

Associate degree  
(Brevet de l’enseignement 
supérieur) 
 

Professional diploma, level 5  
(Diplôme de formation, niveau 5) 
 

Professional qualification 
e.g. diploma for commercial agent 
business managers  
(Diplôme de chef d’entreprise 
agent(e) commercial(e)) 
 

Professional foundation diploma, 
level 5  
(Diplôme de formation de base) 
e.g. professional foundation diploma 
for police officers 
 

Skills certificate, level 5  
(Certificat de compétences acquises 
en formation, niveau 5) 
e.g. certificate of skills acquired in 
training for professional trainers for 
adults (Certificat de compétences 
acquises en formation de forma-
teur.rice professionnel.le d’adultes) 

Bachelor’s degree  
(Grade générique de bachelier de 
l’enseignement supérieur) 
 
 

Bosnia 
and 
Herze-
govina 

Postsecondary education, including 
master craftsman exams and similar 
exams 
 

Highly skilled worker specialised for 
a certain occupation 
 

Qualification titles (position in the 
labour market) 
 

Diploma/certificate of completed 
post-secondary education or passed 
master craftsman exam and/or 
similar exam for a certain occupa-
tion, with a supplement 

Titles of qualifications and contents of 
diploma and diploma supplement for 
levels 6, 7 and 8 will, at a later stage, 
include relevant NQF/ EQF levels and 
will be further elaborated by the 
adoption of the Rulebook on use of 
academic titles and acquisition of 
scientific and professional titles. 
 

Bachelor diploma (BA) 
 

 

Bulgaria Vocational qualification – national 
VET level 4  
(ІV Степен На Професионална 
Квалификация) 

Bachelor’s degree  
(Бакалавър) 
Professional bachelor’s degree  
(Професионален Бакалавър) 

Croatia Professional higher education 
diploma / associate degree – short-
cycle study  
(stručni kratki studiji) 
 

Bachelor’s diploma – undergraduate 
university studies  
(sveučilišni prijediplomski studiji 
 

Professional bachelor’s diploma – 
undergraduate professional studies  
(stručni prijediplomski studiji) 



  

VET post-secondary development 
certificate  
(strukovno specijalističko 
usavršavanje) 
 

Master craftsman’s diploma  
(programi za majstore uz najmanje 
dvije godine vrednovanog radnog 
iskustva) 

Cyprus 5c 
Higher certificates and diplomas – 3 
years  
(Ανώτερα Διπλώματα και 
Πιστοποιητικά) 
 

5b 
Post-secondary certificates and 
diplomas – 2 years  
(Μεταλυκειακά Διπλώματα Διετούς 
Διάρκειας 
 

5a 
Post-secondary certificates and 
diploma’s – 1 year 
(Μεταλυκειακά Διπλώματα 
Μονοετούς Διάρκειας) 
 

5 
Qualifications at SVQ level 5 
The system of vocational qualifica-
tions (SVQ) is an integral, but dis-
tinct, part of the CyQF, incorporating 
qualifications awarded through non-
formal and informal learning.  

Bachelor’s degree  
(Πτυχίο) 
 

Qualifications at SVQ level 6 
The system of vocational qualifications 
(SVQ) is an integral, but distinct, part of 
the CyQF, incorporating qualifications 
awarded through non-formal and 
informal learning.  
 

Czechia NSK qualifications 
 

Travel guide  
(průvodce cestovního ruchu)  
 

Agricultural advisor for crop 
production  
(zemědělský poradce pro rostlinnou 
výrobu 

Bachelor’s programme – Bc and BcA 
degrees – 3–4 years of tertiary 
education  
(bakalář) 
 

Graduation diploma – Tertiary 
professional education – DiS degree – 
3–3.5 years of tertiary education  
(vysvědčení o absolutoriu a diplom 
absolventa vyšší odborné školy) 
 

Graduation diploma – Conservatoire DiS 
degree – 8 years’ study after 5 years of 
primary education or 6 years’ study after 
completion of a lower secondary general 
education programme  
(diplom absolventa konzervatoře) 
 

NSK qualifications 
 

Career counsellor for educational and 
professional paths  
(kariérový poradce pro vzdělávací a 
profesní dráhu)  
Independent research and development 
electrician  



  

(samostatný elektrotechnik výzkumný a 
vývojový pracovník) 

Denmark VET certificate 
 

Academy profession degrees  
(Erhvervsakademi uddannelser) 
 

Certificate for supplementary single-
subject courses at academy profes-
sion level 
 

Adult VET certificate 
 

Certificate for supplementary 
qualifications 
 

Acupuncture  
(AkupunkturAkademiet) 
 

Level-assessed private and public 
education programme 
Outside the remits of the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Science, 
Ministry of Children and Education, 
and Ministry of Culture. 
Nordic acupuncture education  
(Nordisk akupunturuddannelse) 
 

Level-assessed private and public 
education programme 
Outside the remits of the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Science, 
Ministry of Children and Education, 
and Ministry of Culture. 
 

Certified private client advisor  
(certificeret privatkunderådgiver) 
 

Level-assessed private and public 
education programme 
Outside the remits of the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Science, 
Ministry of Children and Education, 
and Ministry of Culture. 

Bachelor’s degree  
(Bachelor og diplomuddannelser) 
 

Bachelor’s degree in arts 
 

Professional bachelor’s degree  
(Professionsbacheloruddannelser) 
 

Copenhagen International School of 
Performing Arts: 3-year professional 
acting course 
 

Level-assessed private and public 
education programme 
Outside the remits of the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Science, Ministry 
of Children and Education, and Ministry 
of Culture. 
 

Financial advisor wealth advisory  
(Eksamineret finansrådgiver 
formuesrådgivning) 
 

Level-assessed private and public 
education programme 
Outside the remits of the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Science, Ministry 
of Children and Education, and Ministry 
of Culture. 
 

Estonia VET certificate, level 5  
(5. Taseme kutseõppe 
lõputunnistus) 
 

Level 5 professional qualification – 
technicians and master crafts-
people, frontline managers, clerical 
workers 
 

Professional groups and profes-
sional qualifications 
e.g. master carpenter, construction 
site manager, master chef 

Bachelor’s degree  
(Bakalaureusekraad) 
 

Diploma of professional higher 
education  
(Rakenduskõrgharidusõppe diplom) 
 

Level 6 professional qualification – 
specialists, supervisors 
 

Professional groups and professional 
qualifications 
e.g. energy auditor, career counsellor 



  

Finland Specialist vocational qualifications 
(Erikoisammattitutkinnot) 
 

Sub-officer qualification – fire and 
rescue services  
(Alipäällystötutkinto, pelastusala) 
 

Vocational qualification in air traffic 
control  
(Lennonjohdon perustutkinto) 
Although this qualification is no 
longer offered, it remains part of the 
FiNQF. 
 

General level (1 and 2) study 
module for non-commissioned 
officers  
(Aliupseerin yleistason (1 ja 2) 
opintokokonaisuus) 
 

Master’s level study module for non-
commissioned officers  
(Aliupseerin mestaritason 
opintokokonaisuus) 

Bachelor’s degrees – universities  
(Alemmat korkeakoulututkinnot) 
 

Bachelor’s degrees – universities of 
applied sciences  
(Ammattikorkeakoulututkinnot) 
 

Professional specialisation programmes 
provided by universities and universities 
of applied sciences intended for holders 
of a bachelor’s degree or a university of 
applied sciences bachelor’s degree  
(Yliopistojen ja ammattikorkeakoulujen 
erikoistumiskoulutukset, joiden 
kohderyhmänä ovat alemman 
korkeakoulututkinnon tai 
ammattikorkeakoulututkinnon 
suorittaneet henkilöt) 
 

Specialised training provided by the 
church  
(Kirkon erityiskoulutukset) 
 

Pastoral qualification  
(Pastoraalitutkinto) 

France Undergraduate technician 
certificates  
(Brevet de technicien supérieur – 
BTS) 
 

Undergraduate technician 
certificates in agriculture  
(Brevet de technicien supérieur 
Agricole – BTSA) 
 

Undergraduate diploma in 
technology  
(Diplôme universitaire de 
technologie – DUT) 
 

National diploma ‘One of the best 
workers in France’  
(Diplôme d’Etat ‘Un des meilleurs 
ouvriers de France’) 
 

National diplomas at level 5 
An overview of national diplomas 
and vocational certificates registered 
by law is available in France 
Compétences (2021), Annex 9. 
 

Professional certificates/titles – level 
5  
(Titres professionnels – level 5) 
 

Professional qualification certificates 
(CQP) – level 5 
CQPs are under the responsibility of 
social partners; they are registered 
on demand. 

Bachelor’s degrees  
(Grade Licence) 
 

Bachelor’s  
(Licence) 
 

University bachelor’s in technology  
(Bachelor universitaire de technologie – 
BUT) 
 

National diploma in arts  
(Diplôme National d’Art – DNA) 
 

National diplomas at level 6 
 

Professional certificates/titles – level 6  
(Professional certificates/titles – level 6) 
 

Professional qualification certificates 
(CQP) – level 6 
CQPs are under the responsibility of 
social partners; they are registered on 
demand. 
 

Professional qualifications on demand – 
level 6 
Qualifications registered on demand are 
awarded by public or private bodies 
 



  

 

Master craftsman qualifications 
issued by the Chambers of Trades  
(Brevets de maîtrise – Chambre des 
métiers) 
 

Professional qualifications on 
demand – level 5 
Qualifications registered on demand 
are awarded by public or private 
bodies 

Germany IT specialist  
(IT-Spezialist/in (Zertifizierte/r)) 
 

Service technician (certified)  
(Servicetechniker/in (Geprüfte/r)) 
 

Advanced vocational training 
pursuant to Article 54 of the Voca-
tional Training Act  
(Berufliche Fortbildungsqualifi-
kationen nach § 54 BBiG (Niveau 
5)) 
 

Other advanced vocational training 
pursuant to the Vocational Training 
Act or Crafts and Trades Regulation 
Code (level 5)  
(Sonstige berufliche 
Fortbildungsqualifikationen nach 
BBiG/HwO (Niveau 5)) 
 

Bachelor’s degrees and equivalent 
higher education qualifications  
(Bachelor und gleichgestellte 
Hochschulabschlüsse) 
 

Specialist commercial clerk (certified)  
(Fachkaufmann/-frau (Geprüfte/r)) 
 

Business management specialist 
(certified)  
(Fachwirt (Geprüfter)) 
 

Master craftsman  
(Meister) 
 

Operative professional (IT) (certified)  
(Operative/r Professional (IT) 
(Geprüfte/r)) 
 

Trade and technical school (advanced 
vocational training governed by federal 
state law)  
(Fachschule (Landesrechtlich geregelte 
berufliche Weiterbildungen)) 
 

Advanced vocational training pursuant 
to Article 54 of the Vocational Training 
Act (level 6)  
(Berufliche Fortbildungsqualifikationen 
nach § 54 BBiG (Niveau 6)) 
 

Other advanced vocational training 
pursuant to the Vocational Training Act 
or Crafts and Trades Regulation Code 
(level 6)  
(Sonstige berufliche 
Fortbildungsqualifikationen nach 
BBiG/HwO (Niveau 6)) 

Greece  Vocational post-secondary school 
‘degree’ for graduates of a vocation-
nal upper secondary school (EPAL) 
apprenticeship class, level 5 (post-
secondary level)  
(Πτυχίο Επαγγελματικής 
Ειδικότητας, Εκπαίδευσης και 
Κατάρτισης Επιπέδου 5 – ΕΠΑΛ)) 
The word ‘degree’ used with quota-
tion marks is a direct translation 
from the Greek terminology as it 
appears in legislation (ptychio). In 

Bachelor’s degree (universities / 
technological educational institutions – 
higher education)  
(Πτυχίο Ανώτατης Εκπαίδευσης) 



  

Greek, the word ptychio is used as 
the title of study at many education 
levels (higher, secondary, etc.). It is 
not to be confused with its usage in 
English, where ‘degree’ is the title 
for higher education study (e.g. 
bachelor’s degree). 
 

Vocational training diploma (post-
secondary level) from a vocational 
training institute  
(Δίπλωμα Επαγγελματικής 
Ειδικότητας, Εκπαίδευσης και 
Κατάρτισης Επιπέδου 5 – Ινστιτούτο 
Επαγγελματικής Κατάρτισης, IEK) 
 

Vocational training diploma (post-
secondary level)  
(Δίπλωμα Επαγγελματικής 
Ειδικότητας, Εκπαίδευσης και 
Κατάρτισης Επιπέδου 
Μεταδευτεροβάθμιας 
Επαγγελματικής Κατάρτισης, IEK) 
This qualification is no longer being 
awarded after the enactment of Law 
4186/2013. 
 

Post-secondary non-tertiary educa-
tion diploma or ‘degree’  
(Δίπλωμα ή Πτυχίο Ανωτέρας 
Σχολής) 
The word ‘degree’ used with quota-
tion marks is a direct translation 
from the Greek terminology as it 
appears in legislation (ptychio). In 
Greek, the word ptychio is used as 
the title of study at many education 
levels (higher, secondary, etc.). It is 
not to be confused with its usage in 
English, where ‘degree’ is the title 
for higher education study (e.g. 
bachelor’s degree). 

Hungary Upper secondary school leaving 
examination certificate – matura  
(érettségi bizonyítvány) 
 

Vocational upper secondary 
qualification (3-year VET program-
mes, full, add-on, partial)  
(középfokú szakmai bizonyítvány, 3 
éves szakképzési programok, 
középfokú szakképesítés, szakma, 
részszakma, részszakképesítés) 
 

Add-on qualifications from the 
national register of vocational 
qualifications build on one or more 
full qualifications. These consist of 
additional modules that extend the 

Bachelor’s degree (BA/BSc)  
(Alapfokozat) 
 

Vocational qualification with a higher 
education degree as a prerequisite  
(Felsőfokú végzettséghez kötött 
szakképesítés) 
 

Postgraduate qualification with a 
bachelor’s degree as a prerequisite  
(Szakirányú továbbképzési 
szakképzettség) 
 



  

scope of the activities for which the 
holder is qualified. Partial qualifica-
tions cover a subset of the modules 
included in a full qualification. They 
prepare the holder for simpler 
occupations or for a narrower range 
of tasks. 

Iceland Vocational examination for profes-
sional rights – level 4 / Additional 
studies of vocational subjects  
(Próf til starfsréttinda á fjórða þrepi / 
Viðbótarnám á framhaldsskólastigi) 

6 (5.2) 
Bachelor degree  
(Bakkalárpróf) 
 

6 (5.1) 
Diploma degree (short cycle) 
(Diplómapróf) 

Ireland Advanced certificate 
e.g. level 6 advanced certificate in 
horticulture 
 

Higher certificate 
 

Level 6 professional award 
The level of professional awards is 
clearly communicated on 
certificates, diplomas and in the 
qualifications register, but the 
qualification might not be clearly 
identified as a professional award. 
 

Honours bachelor’s degree 
 

Higher diploma 
 

Level 8 professional award 
The level of professional awards is 
clearly communicated on certificates, 
diplomas and in the qualifications 
register, but the qualification might not 
be clearly identified as a professional 
award. 
 

Ordinary bachelor’s degree 
 

Level 7 professional award 
The level of professional awards is 
clearly communicated on certificates, 
diplomas and in the qualifications 
register, but the qualification might not 
be clearly identified as a professional 
award. 

Italy Applied technologies specialisation 
Diploma (two-year course)  
(Diploma di specializzazione per le 
tecnologie applicate di durata 
biennale) 
 

Regional vocational training 
qualification for technical area  
(Qualificazione di formazione 
professionale di area tecnica) 
 

Bachelor degree  
(Laurea) 
 

First level academic diploma  
(Diploma accademico di primo livello 
(AFAM)) 
 

Applied technologies higher speciali-
sation diploma (three-year course)  
(Diploma di specializzazione superiore 
per le tecnologie applicate di durata 
triennale) 
 

Regional higher vocational training 
qualification  
(Qualificazione di alta formazione 
professionale regionale) 

Kosovo Diploma from formal providers 
Qualification type A, C, D, E 
 

Certificate from non-formal providers 
Qualification type A, C, D, E 

Bachelor – Bologna 1st cycle 
Qualification type A 
 

Latvia Diploma of first-level professional 
higher education  
(pirmā līmeņa profesionālās 
augstākās izglītības diploms 

Bachelor’s diploma  
(bakalaura diploms) 
 



  

Professional bachelor’s diploma  
(profesionālā bakalaura diploms) 
 

Diploma of professional higher educa-
tion and diploma of higher professional 
qualification  
(profesionālās augstākās izglītības 
diploms and augstākās profesionālās 
kvalifikācijas diploms) 

Liechten-
stein 

Federal diploma of higher education 
(tertiary federal examination)  
(Eidgenössischer Fachausweis 
(Berufsprüfung)) 
 

Federal VET diploma (three- or four-
year dual VET programmes)  
(Eidgenössisches Fähigkeitszeugnis 
(drei-und vierjährige duale Berufs-
bildung)) 
 

Advanced federal diploma of higher 
education (tertiary federal examination)  
(Eidgenössisches Diplom (Höhere 
Fachprüfung)) 
 

Advanced federal diploma of higher 
education issued by a college of higher 
education  
(Diplom HF ausgestellt von einer 
Höheren Fachschule) 
 

Federal diploma of higher education 
(tertiary federal examination)  
(Eidgenössischer Fachausweis 
(Berufsprüfung) 

Lithuania VET diploma, level 5  
(Profesinio mokymo diplomas) 
 

Study certificate – short-cycle HE 
programmes  
(Studijų pažymėjimas) 
 

From 2024, short-cycle HE program-
mes will lead to a diploma and not a 
study certificate. 

Bachelor’s diploma  
(Bakalauro diplomas) 
 

Professional bachelor’s diploma  
(Profesinio bakalauro diplomas) 
 

Luxem-
bourg 

Master craftsman diploma  
(Brevet de maîtrise) 
 

Advanced technician diploma  
(Brevet de technicien supérieur) 
 

Specialised advanced technician 
diploma  
(Brevet de technicien supérieur 
spécialisé) 

Bachelor diploma 
(Bachelor) 

Malta Undergraduate diploma 
 

Undergraduate certificate 
 

VET higher diploma foundation 
degree 

Bachelor’s degree 

Montene-
gro 

Diploma of post-secondary vocatio-
nal education 

Diploma of first cycle academic and 
applied studies 

Nether-
lands 

Associate degree 
 

Non-formal qualifications 
Examples: consultant for payroll 
services and benefits hotel service 
management operational technician 
for energy production technology 
(Operationeel technicus energie 
productietechniek) trainer-coach 5 

Bachelor’s degree 
 

Non-formal qualifications 
Examples: Anesthetist employee 
(Anesthesiemedewerker) Dialysis nurse 
(Dialyse verpleegkundige) Secondary 
defence formation (Middelbare defensie 
vorming) Officer of the royal military 
police (Officier koninklijke marechaus-
see onderbouw) 



  

North 
Macedonia 

5a 
Short cycle higher education 
(vocational) diploma  
 

5b 
Post-secondary diploma for 
specialist education  
 

Craftsman diploma  
 

First cycle university diploma (240 
ECTS) 
 

First cycle vocational diploma (240 
ECTS) 
 

First cycle university diploma (180 
ECTS) 
 

First cycle vocational diploma (180 
ECTS) 

Norway 5.2 
Diploma for vocational college 
education (1.5 to 2 years, 90 – 120 
credits)  
 

5.1 
Diploma for vocational college 
education 0.5 to 1.5 years, 30 – 90 
credits)  

6.2 
Bachelor’s degree  
(Bachelorgrad) 
 

6.1 
University College degree 
(Høgskolekandidatgrad) 

Poland Certificate of professional compe-
tence in the profession – full 
qualification  
(Dyplom potwierdzający kwalifikacje 
zawodowe / Dyplom zawodowy) 
 

Since 2019/2020, a new upper 
secondary education structure has 
gradually been introduced, to be 
completed in 2023/2024. 
Programmes based on the 2019 
core curriculum for vocational edu-
cation can lead to a certificate of 
professional competence or certify-
cate of professional qualification in 
the profession. 
 

Certificate of professional 
qualification in the profession – 
partial qualification  
(Świadectwo potwierdzające 
kwalifikację w zawodzie / Certyfikat 
kwalifikacji zawodowej) 
 

Since 2019/2020, a new upper 
secondary education structure has 
gradually been introduced, to be 
completed in 2023/2024. 
Programmes based on the 2019 
core curriculum for vocational edu-
cation can lead to a certificate of 
professional competence or certifi-
cate of professional qualification in 
the profession. 

First-cycle higher education diploma 
(bachelor’s)  
(Dyplom ukończenia studiów 
pierwszego stopnia) 
 

Postgraduate qualification (Świadectwo 
ukończenia studiów podyplomowych) 
 

Qualifications awarded outside the 
formal education system 
E.g. conducting environmental therapy 
for children and adolescents 
(Prowadzenie terapii środowiskowej 
dzieci i młodzieży); conducting judicial 
and extrajudicial mediation in business 
matters  
(Prowadzenie mediacji sądowych i 
pozasądowych w sprawach 
gospodarczych)  
 

State-regulated qualifications awarded 
outside the formal education and 
training system and non-regulated 
qualifications from the private sector 
(market qualifications). 
 



  

Certified specialist diploma – short 
cycle  
(Świadectwo dyplomowanego 
specjalisty / specjalisty technologa) 
 

Qualifications awarded outside the 
formal education system 
E.g. planning, creating and 
distributing content marketing 
(Tworzenie oferty, planowanie i 
prowadzenie sprzedaży skierowanej 
do klientów biznesowych – 
handlowiec); conducting training 
using activating methods 
(Prowadzenie szkoleń metodami 
aktywizującymi); data recovery from 
hard drives(Odzyskiwanie danych z 
dysków twardych HDD); restaurant 
management (Zarządzanie pracą 
restauracji)  
 

State-regulated qualifications 
awarded outside the formal edu-
cation and training system and non-
regulated qualifications from the pri-
vate sector (market qualifications). 

Portugal Diploma in technological speciali-
sation – post-secondary non tertiary 
education  
(Diploma de Especialização 
Tecnológica – Qualificação de nível 
pós secundário não superior 

Bachelor’s degree 
(Licenciatura) 



  

Rumania Graduation certificate – post-
graduate programmes for 
professional improvement organised 
by higher education institutions  
(Certificat de absolvire) 
 

Graduation certificate – professional 
training organised by authorised 
training providers – adult learning  
(Certificat de absolvire) 
 

Post-secondary certificate / 
qualification certificate – post-
secondary non-university tertiary 
education  
(Certificat de calificare) 

Bachelor’s degree / engineering 
diploma / urbanism diploma – first cycle 
of higher education  
(Diploma de licenta / diploma de inginer 
/ diploma de urbanist) 
 

Certificate attesting professional 
competence – postgraduate 
programmes for professional training 
and continuing professional 
development organised by higher 
education  
(Certificat de atestare a competentelor 
profesionale) 
 

Graduation certificate – professional 
development programmes organised by 
authorised training providers  
(Certificat de absolvire) 
 

Graduation certificate – Postgraduate 
programmes for continuing education 
organised by higher education 
institutions  
(Certificat de absolvire) 
 

Professional conversion diploma – 
professional conversion programmes 
organised by higher education 
institutions  
(Diploma de conversie profesionala) 

Serbia Craftsman, i.e. specialist education 
lasting up to two years or one-year 
non-formal adult education lasting 
minimum of six months 

6.2 
Bachelor academic studies scope of at 
least 240 ECTS credits 
 

Specialised applied studies scope of at 
least 60 ECTS credits 
 

6.1 
Bachelor academic studies scope of at 
least 180 ECTS credits 
 

Bachelor applied studies scope starting 
from 180 ECTS credits 

Slovakia Maturita certificate + Certificate of 
apprenticeship  
(Vysvedčenie o maturitnej skúške + 
Výučný list) 
 

Maturita certificate  
(Vysvedčenie o maturitnej skúške) 
 

Certificate of final post-secondary 
exam + Absolutorium diploma  
(Vysvečenie o absolventskej skúške 
+ Absolventský diplom) 
 

Certificate of qualification  
(Osvedčenie o kvalifikácii) 

Diploma + Certificate of State exam + 
Diploma supplement  
(Vysokoškolský diplom + Vysvedčenie o 
štátnej skúške + Dodatok k diplomu) 
 

Certificate of qualification  
(Osvedčenie o kvalifikácii) 
 



  

Slovenia Short-cycle higher vocational 
diploma  
(Diploma o višji strokovni izobrazbi) 
 

Old short-cycle higher vocational 
diploma  
(Diploma o višješolski izobrazbi) 
 

Qualifications awarded before the 
Bologna reform. 
 

NQV certificate 
 

Certificate of completed study 
programmes for further training 
(Vocational qualification) 
 

Certificate of supplementary 
qualification 
 

Academic bachelor’s diploma  
(Diploma o izobraževanju prve stopnje – 
univerzitetna, UN) 
 

Professional bachelor diploma  
(Diploma o izobraževanju prve stopnje – 
visoka strokovna, VS) 
 

Professional higher education diploma  
(Diploma o visokem strokovnem 
izobraževanju) 
 

Qualifications awarded before the 
Bologna reform. 
 

Specialisation diploma following old 
short-cycle higher education  
(Diploma o specializaciji) 
 

Qualifications awarded before the 
Bologna reform. 
 

Certificate of completed study program-
mes for further training 
Vocational qualification 
 

Certificate of supplementary qualification 

Spain A – Advanced professional 
technician’s degree  
(Técnico Superior de Formación 
Profesional) 
Short cycle 
 

A – Advanced sports technician’s 
degree  
(Título de Técnico Superior 
Deportivo) 
Short cycle 
 

A – Advanced visual arts and design 
technician’s degree  
(Título de Técnico Superior de Artes 
Plásticas y Diseño) 
Short cycle 
 

B – Professional certificate level 3  
(Certificado de Profesionalidad nivel 
3) 
Short cycle 
 

C – Specialisation courses in 
vocational training in the education 
system that requires holding an 
advanced professional technician’s 
degree  
(Cursos de Especialización de 
Formación Profesional del sistema 
educativo cuyo requisito de acceso 
sea estar en posesión de un título 
de Técnico Superior de Formación 
Profesional) 
Short cycle 

Bachelor’s degree  
(Título de Graduado) 
 

Advanced degree in higher artistic 
education  
(Título Superior de la Enseñanzas 
Artísticas Superiores) 
 



  

Sweden Qualified graduate from upper 
secondary engineering course  
(Gymnasieingenjörsexamen från 
gymnasieskolan) 
 

Diploma in higher vocational 
education  
(Yrkeshögskoleexamen från 
yrkeshögskolan) 
 

Qualifications Awarded outside 
formal education 
Authorised payroll consultants 
(Auktoriserad lönekonsult) 
Hairdresser (Frisör) Shotfirer class A 
(Sprängarbas Sprängkort klass A) 
Transport manager of waste 
management and recycling 
(Yrkesbevis Transportledare inom 
avfallshantering och återvinning) 
Certified medical massage therapist 
(Certifierad Medicinsk 
Massageterapeut) Certified 
Masseuse (Certifierad massör) Real 
Estate management 
(Fastighetsförvaltare) Military 
assistant nurse (Militär 
undersköterska).  
These are examples of such 
qualifications and not an exhaustive 
list. There is no official translation 
from Swedish to English. 

Degrees, first cycle, Annex 2 to Higher 
Education Ordinance 1993:100  
(Examina på grundnivå enligt bilaga 2 till 
högskoleförordningen 1993:100) 
 

Degrees, first cycle, Annex to 
Regulation 2007:1164  
(Examina på grundnivå enligt bilagan till 
förordningen (2007:1164) för 
Försvarshögskolan) 
 

Degrees, first cycle, Annex to 
Regulation 1993: 221  
(Examina på grundnivå enligt bilagan till 
förordningen (1993:221) för Sveriges 
lantbruksuniversitet) 
 

Advanced diploma in higher vocational 
education  
(Kvalificerad yrkeshögskoleexamen från 
yrkeshögskolan) 
 

Qualifications Awarded outside formal 
education 
 

Performing artist Market economist 
(Marknadsekonom) Montessori educator 
(Montessoripedagog) Site manager 
building and construction (Platschef 
bygg och anläggning)  
These are examples of such 
qualifications and not an exhaustive list. 
There is no official translation from 
Swedish to English. 

Switzer-
land 

Federal diploma of higher education 
(tertiary federal examination)  
(Eidgenössischer Fachausweis 
(Berufsprüfung)) 

SERI proposes a standard NQF-
VPQ level for this type of 
qualification. 
 

Federal VET diploma (3- and 4-year 
dual VET programmes)  
(Eidgenössisches Fähigkeitszeugnis 
(drei- und vierjährige duale 
Berufsbildung)) 
 

Advanced federal diploma of higher 
education (tertiary federal examination)  
(Eidgenössisches Diplom (Höhere 
Fachprüfung)) 
 

SERI proposes a standard NQF-VPQ 
level for this type of qualification. 
 

Advanced federal diploma of higher 
education issued by a college of higher 
education  
(Diplom HF ausgestellt von einer 
Höheren Fachschule) 
SERI proposes a standard NQF-VPQ 
level for this type of qualification. 
 

Federal diploma of higher education 
(tertiary federal examination)  
(Eidgenössischer Fachausweis 
(Berufsprüfung)) 

Turkye Associate diploma (academic) 
 

Associate diploma (general) 
 

Level 5 vocational qualification 
certificate 
(NVQ) 

Bachelor diploma 
 

Level 6 vocational qualification 
certificate 
(NVQ) 
 

 


